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Dear Mr John Gordon:

Thank you for your letter of November 9, 2009 with respect to providing early
retirement provisions for Border Services Offcers employed with the Canada
Border Services Agency.

As you pointed out, there are early retirement provisions under the Public Service
Superannuation Act (PSSA) for Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) employees
with operational service. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police Superannuation
Act (RCMPSA) also provides early retirement provisions to its regular members
(i.e., police officers). It should be noted that it is the Income Tax Act (IT A)
which allows a registered pension plan to provide more generous early retirement
provisions for public safety occupations than for other pension plan participants.
Currently, under the Income Tax Regulations, public safety occupation means the
occupation of "firefighter, police offcer, corrections officer, air traffic controller
or commercial airline pilot".

I would also like to mention that the early retirement provisions under the PSSA
for CSC employees were provided following extensive analysis of the needs of
this particular workforce. These early retirement provisions were enacted in 1994
since it recognized the unique pressures faced by these employees who often have
shorter careers due to the dangerous and physically demanding nature of their
jobs.
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In keeping with your request, we wil provide a copy of your correspondence to
John Knubley, the chair of the Public Service Pension Advisory Committee, for
his consideration.

Yours truly,

i~~i.
W. Davern Jones
Assistant Secretary
Treasury Board of Canada
PBD - Assistant Secretary's Office

c.c. John Knubley, Deputy Minister, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada


